France imposes lockdown In
Paris as COVID-19 variant cases
rise

Paris, March 20 (RHC)-- France has imposed a month-long lockdown on Paris and parts of the north amid
a rise in the number of coronavirus variant cases.

Prime Minister Jean Castex said at a press conference that France was in the grips of a third wave, noting
that a more contagious variant of the coronavirus that was first spotted in Britain now accounts for some
75% of infections in his country. "The epidemic is getting worse. Our responsibility now is to not let it
escape our control,” Castex said.

On Thursday, France registered 35,000 new infections, with more COVID-19 cases in intensive care in
Paris than at the peak of the second wave. Castex said the lockdowns will take effect from Friday at
midnight in the16 hardest-hit departments across the country. "Four weeks, the time required for the



measures to generate a sufficient impact. (It is) the time we need to reach a threshold in the vaccination
of the most vulnerable."

The new lockdown will close barbers, clothing stores and furniture shops and restrict movement outside,
while schools and essential businesses such as bookstores will remain open. People will be allowed to
exercise outdoors within a 10 km (6.2 miles) radius of their homes.

President Emmanuel Macron had previously defied calls for lockdown by scientists and some in his
government, and vowed to keep the euro zone’s second largest economy as open as possible. The
premiere defended the government’s decision not to lock down earlier, while there is discontent among
doctors over overloaded wards.

"We're back here again," Reuters cited Abdid Widad, a ward chief at a private hospital on the edge of
Paris, as saying.

A nationwide nightly curfew will remains in place, but will be reduced by one hour, starting at 7 p.m..
Castex also said France would resume use of the Anglo-Swedish vaccine, AstraZeneca, as the
European Medicines Agency had confirmed it was safe, adding that he would receive the shot himself on
Friday afternoon.
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