
Earthquake death toll in
Afghanistan tops 1,000; sanctions
block relief efforts
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Aid workers and Afghan authorities are struggling to reach areas devastated by an earthquake
Wednesday that killed more than 1,000 people and injured over 1,600 near the city of Khost.  It
was the deadliest quake in Afghanistan in 20 years. 



Kabul, June 23 (RHC)-- Aid workers and Afghan authorities are struggling to reach areas devastated by
an earthquake Wednesday that killed more than 1,000 people and injured over 1,600 near the city of
Khost.  It was the deadliest quake in Afghanistan in 20 years. 

There are reports entire villages have been destroyed.  Survivors are using their bare hands to rescue
people trapped under rubble.  Communication lines are down in parts of the area, and torrential rain has
washed away roads, making many areas impossible to reach.  Local media reports say that recent
flooding has killed at least 400 Afghans. 

The Taliban has called for more international aid, while saying sanctions have hampered the
government’s ability to respond to the multiple crises facing the country. 

On Wednesday, the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs pledged to help Afghanistan.
 UN official Jens Laerke told reporters: “It’s in a country that’s already on the brink.  We know that.  Its
food security situation is where we are talking about we’re close to a famine-like situation.  So people are
really already hanging on by a thread.  So, when this disaster comes on top, the de facto authorities in
Afghanistan did reach out and asked the United Nations for help.”

https://www.radiohc.cu/index.php/en/noticias/internacionales/291568-earthquake-death-toll-in-afghanistan-
tops-1000-sanctions-block-relief-efforts
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