
Flooding death toll soars to
11,300 in Libya’s coastal city of
Derna
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Tripoli, September 16 (RHC)-- The death toll in Libya’s coastal city of Derna has soared to 11,300 as
search efforts continue following a massive flood fed by the breaching of two dams in heavy rains, the
Libyan Red Crescent said.

Marie el-Drese, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) Libya
secretary-general, told The Associated Press news agency another 10,100 people are reported missing in
the Mediterranean city. Health authorities previously put the death toll in Derna at 5,500. The storm also
killed about 170 people elsewhere in the country.



The mayor of Derna, Abdel-Moneim al-Ghaithi, said the tally could climb to 20,000 given the number of
neighbourhoods that were washed out.  The flooding swept away entire families in Derna on Sunday night
and exposed vulnerabilities in the oil-rich country that has been mired in conflict since 2011, when U.S.
and NATO forces overthrew Muammar Gaddafi.

“Within seconds the water level suddenly rose,” recounted one injured survivor who said he was swept
away with his mother in the late-night ordeal before they both managed to scramble into an empty
building downstream.

“The water was rising with us until we got to the fourth floor,” the unidentified man said from his hospital
bed, in testimony published by the Benghazi Medical Center.

https://www.radiohc.cu/index.php/en/noticias/internacionales/334107-flooding-death-toll-soars-to-11300-in-
libyas-coastal-city-of-derna
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