
Yale suspends Iranian scholar
after AI site said she supports a
pro-Palestine group
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Helyeh Doutaghi serves as the Deputy Director of the Law and Political Economy (LPE) Project
at Yale

Washington, March 13 (RHC)-- Yale Law School has suspended an Iranian scholar following accusations
stemming from an Israeli AI-powered website article that highlights her advocacy for Palestine and Iran,
as well as her outspoken criticism of Israeli genocide during the Gaza war.

Helyeh Doutaghi, who serves as the Deputy Director of the Law and Political Economy (LPE) Project at
Yale, in a public statement on Wednesday, denounced her suspension as a retaliatory action against her
pro-Palestinian stance and a violation of her constitutional rights to free speech and academic freedom.

“AI is being weaponized to target students, faculty, and organizers who dare to speak out against
genocide, systemic starvation, and the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians," she warned, highlighting the
broader implications of the misuse of artificial intelligence in academic and public discourse.



Doutaghi, an expert in international law who held the position of Associate Research Scholar at Yale Law
School, was informed of an article published by an obscure AI-powered right-wing Zionist platform,
"Jewish Onliner," on March 3, which falsely labeled her a "terrorist."

Helyeh Doutaghi, who has been vocal about the implications of US military operations, imperialism and
the U.S.-Zionist genocide and the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Palestine, reported that the accusations
from the article have led to online harassment and even death threats against her.

Less than 24 hours after the article's release, Yale Law School administration placed Doutaghi on leave.

She criticized the administration for conducting an interrogation based on AI-generated allegations without
due process or providing her with sufficient time to attend an interrogation.

Doutaghi also expressed concerns about Yale’s choice of attorney for her interrogation, David Ring from
the firm Wiggin and Dana, whose public profile indicates a focus on services related to Israel.

She questioned his neutrality in a case involving a pro-Palestinian academic.  “The actions of YLS
constitute a blatant act of retaliation against Palestinian solidarity,” Doutaghi remarked, asserting that the
administration prioritized the approval of its Zionist donors over a fair investigation.

Doutaghi pointed out that Yale's asset managers include firms linked to General Dynamics and Lockheed
Martin, which produce components for the F-35 fighter jets used by Israel in committing genocide,
asserting that the move creates a conflict of interest that undermines academic integrity.

“This crackdown is a dangerous escalation in state repression, fostering an atmosphere of fear on
campus,” said Doutaghi. “We are witnessing a new era of Zionist McCarthyism, where dissent is met with
violence, and solidarity with Palestine is rendered a punishable offense.”

"Yale is bending the knee to Trump's effort to suppress free speech, crush academic freedom, and
establish a dictatorship," Eric Lee, Doutaghi’s lawyer wrote on social media in light of her suspension.

Meanwhile, the U.S. State Department is reportedly considering the use of AI to potentially revoke visas
for international students accused of supporting Hamas, raising further concerns about the consequences
of such technology on civil liberties.

On Saturday, Mahmoud Khalil, a recent Columbia University graduate who helped lead last year's
solidarity protests in support of the Gaza Strip, was detained by Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE)
and said to be deported despite having a green card.

Following the detention of Khalil, U.S. President Donald Trump declared it was "the first of many to
come," labeling Khalil a “radical foreign pro-Hamas student” and emphasizing that his administration
would adopt a strict stance against any pro-Palestinian activities within American universities.
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