
Colombian ELN and FARC to
Possibly Relaunch Coordination
Body

Bogotá, September 12 (teleSUR-RHC)-- The leader of Colombia’s second largest guerrilla group has made a revelation that could change the course of peace talks in Havana.  In an interview with Brasil de Fato, Resumen Latinoamericano and Colombia Informa, 
National Liberation Army (ELN) head Nicolas Rodriguez Bautista, better known as “Gabino,” mentioned the hardly known state of his group's relationship with the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC).

Rodriguez announced that negotiations were currently taking place in a bid to reactivate a guerrilla coordination body that would unify the groups’ strategies like they used to in the 1990s when both groups' power was at its peak.

“This is will strengthen the unity of the rebels and will consist of an important message for the Colombian people who expect the unity of revolutionaries,” he said, emphasizing that unity was “crucial to go ahead with the strategic objectives of the armed insurgency, as well as for the struggle of the people and the nation.”

“Both organizations ran a survey among our supporters and an overwhelming majority of both forces support the re-launching of the Guerrilla Coordination Simon Bolivar,” he added.

Experts on the Colombian peace process commented on Rodriguez's declaration, hesitating whether it could be interpreted as a step back or forward for the peace process.

It would be interesting, said political analyst Ernesto Borda, if such thing happened “to the extent that the ELN shortened the negotiations delays and coincided with what has been negotiated with the FARC so far.”

As for Senator Horacio Serpa from the governing Liberal Party, he believed that behind the ELN's idea of relaunching the coordination was the intention of integrating the negotiations along with the FARC.

On the other hand, peace negotiation opponents claimed this move could extend them.

“Negotiating again this topic with the ELN could extend indefinitely the negotiations with the FARC,” said senator Alfredo Ranjel (from the Democratic Center of former President Alvaro Uribe).

Other political analysts and leaders also pointed to the necessity of the FARC to confirm the ELN proposal before making further speculations.

https://www.radiohc.cu/index.php/en/noticias/internacionales/68835-colombian-eln-and-farc-to-possibly-
relaunch-coordination-body
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