Typhoon Koppu Slamsinto
Northern Philippines

Manila, October 19 (RHC)-- Typhoon Koppu has hit northern Philippines, destroying houses and forcing
thousands of people from their homes. The powerful storm struck near the remote town of Casiguran in
Aurora Province at about 1:00 a.m. local time on Sunday (1700 GMT on Saturday), bringing destructive
winds of 175 kilometers per hour (109 miles per hour).

The category-four typhoon, which has so far left no casualties, tore down trees, caused landslides and
floods while toppling power and communication lines. According to officials, over 9,000 people have been
evacuated from their homes in northeastern Luzon, the country's main island, with more expected to
leave to stay safe.

The Philippines’ weather bureau said Koppu would not leave Luzon for three days due to a high pressure
in the north and another storm in the northwest Pacific.

Meanwhile, the National Disaster Risk Reduction Council reported landslides and floods elsewhere in
northern Luzon that cut off roads and bridges.

The Philippines witnesses an average of 20 storms every year, with many of them deadly and destructive.
Super Typhoon Haiyan has so far been the deadliest this year.
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