
Acute Malnutrition of Children
Falls 13 Percent in Guatemala

Guatemala City, November 23 (teleSUR-RHC)-- Fewer Guatemalans are facing acute malnutrition than last year with a 13.4 percent drop between October 2014 and 2015.

According to Guatemala’s state food security and nutrition agency known as Sesan, 12,148 Guatemalan children showed signs of malnutrition at the end of October 2015, compared to 13,919 children at the same time last year.

Some of the initiatives credited with helping to secure the drop in acute malnutrition include breastfeeding promotion and resources and food delivery programs, among others. 

But the food security agency also admitted that follow-through with state resources and programs has been systematically lacking. Only 49 percent of funds allocated to combat hunger and malnutrition in the first 10 months of 2015 were actually delivered, Sesan said.

Experts suggest that chronic poverty, disease, and lack of access to land, especially for women, to boost food security locally are some of the underlying causes of malnutrition in Guatemala.

Earlier this year, the U.N. State of Food Insecurity report found hunger has dropped worldwide and in Latin America. In Central America, undernourishment decreased by about 38 percent, according to the report.

But the news of decreased acute malnutrition also comes as nearly one million Guatemalans have faced increased hunger and food shortages in recent months in the face of drought-parched farmlands and months without rain. The harsh drought, brought on by a strong El Niño climatic effect this year, threatens the already fragile food security in Central America. 

Just over half of Guatemala’s population of 15 million live in poverty and about 50 percent of children under five years old suffer chronic undernourishment, according to the U.N. World Food Program. The statistics are even more pronounced among Indigenous communities.

Guatemala is home to the fourth highest chronic malnutrition rate in the world. 

https://www.radiohc.cu/index.php/en/noticias/internacionales/76616-acute-malnutrition-of-children-falls-13-
percent-in-guatemala
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