United Nations Criticizes | sradl's
|llegal Settlement Activitiesin
Occupied Territories

United Nations, November 24 (RHC)-- The United Nations has expressed concerns over Israel's illegal
settlement activities, settler violence, and continued destruction of Palestinian homes.

"We continue to witness illegal settlement activities and settler-related violence. Demolitions of
Palestinian-owned structures have continued, including punitive demolitions," said UN Deputy Secretary
General Jan Eliasson during a special meeting of the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People on Monday.

Speaking on behalf of UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, Eliasson warned Israeli authorities that the
use of excessive force only further angers and frustrates the Palestinians, calling on them to use
maximum restraint, especially in relation to lethal force against Palestinians.

"It is abundantly clear that Palestinians feel deep frustration over an occupation that has lasted nearly 50
years," he noted. Eliasson also stressed that security and hope in Gaza and in occupied West Bank,
including East Jerusalem, is at a "very low point." He said: "Simply put, the Palestinian people have
waited too long."



The Israeli regime routinely orders the demolition of the houses of those Palestinians whom it accuses of
being involved in attacks against Israelis. The destruction of Palestinian homes and buildings comes as
the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibits an occupying entity from destroying private property or forcibly
transferring the region's population.

The demolition of Palestinian homes come hand in hand with Tel Aviv's policy of construction of illegal
settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories. Hundreds of thousands of Israelis currently reside in
more than 120 illegal settlements constructed since the regime's occupation of the Palestinian territories
in 1967. The settlements are considered illegal by most of the international community.
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