Scuffles Break Out Between Pro
and Anti-Refugee Protestersin
Berlin

Berlin, May 9 (RHC)-- Scuffles have broken out throughout the German capital Berlin between two large
opposing groups of protesters over refugees and the country’s Chancellor Angela Merkel's asylum
policies.

Nearly 2,000 far-right demonstrators, who called themselves “patriots” gathered outside the official
residence of the German leader and in front of Berlin's central train station over the weekend, demanding
Merkel’s resignation for allowing more than a million refugees from the Middle East into Germany since
last year.

The anti-refugee protesters also chanted Islamophobic slogans, held nationalistic banners and carried
placards reading “We are the People,” and “Merkel must go.” The protesters were outnumbered by some
7,500 pro-refugee demonstrators, who also rallied through the German capital and chanted anti-fascist
slogans. The left-wing demonstrators carried banners and placards reading “Berlin! Better without Nazis.”

Although around 1,700 police officers kept watching over the demonstrators along the protest route, some
violence occurred, with police arresting 40 of protesters from the pro-refugee camp. At least 13 police



officers also sustained injuries.

Germany, one of the most popular destinations for refugees, registered about 1.1 million asylum seekers

between January and December 2015. The country is expecting 2.5 million more to arrive over the next
five years.
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