
Chilean Students Clash with
Police in Education Protest

Santiago de Chile, June 10 (RHC)-- A student march in Chile's capital Thursday ended with violent
confrontations between police and protesting students -- calling on President Michelle Bachelet to fulfill
promises of free higher education for all.

Thursday’s marches, the latest in a long series of mobilizations demanding an overhaul to education,
focus on three key demands of calling for expansion of the public education system, financing, a new
regulatory framework for public institutions.

Student unions and movements across the country pledged their participation in the march on social
media and prepared for the national day of action with banners bearing calls for "non-profit education” and
other demands.

Waves of student protests in recent months, which have sometimes turned violent as demonstrators
clashed with police, have slammed the government for moving too slowly to implement pledged education
reforms.

Under pressure from massive student protests that erupted in 2011, Bachelet signed off on a plan to
provide free university education last year.
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